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Ainaro, 21 July 2022 

 

Your excellency, Minister of Health, Dra Odete Maria Freitas Belo 

Ainaro Municipality Administrator 

Director General of Health Services, Dra Odete Da Silva Viegas 

Director General of Cooperative Services, Snr. Marcelo Amaral, SA 

National Directors at Ministry of Health 

Directors of Municipality Health Services 

Development partners and UN colleagues, 

Representatives from the media, 

Ladies and gentlemen 
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-------------- 

Boa noite  

 

1. Thank you for the opportunity to say a few words at this important occasion – 

when we celebrate National Health Day and our joint achievements in the 

COVID-19 response.  

 

2. I congratulate the government and the Ministry of Health for their leadership, 

from the day that the first case of COVID-19 was detected in Timor-Leste, to 

stop the spread of the disease, to treat people who were affected, and to strengthen 

the health system so it can respond to today’s challenges, and cater to future 

needs. A similar commitment to ensure that people are protected from COVID-

19 through vaccination has resulted in high levels of vaccine uptake across the 

country. Health services at all levels, and all health personnel, were critical in 

these achievements, and I want to thank all of them. 

 

3. UNICEF is proud to have supported the government of Timor-Leste in its 

COVID-19 response and in the provision of essential health services. Since 2020, 

we have provided essential medicines, including COVID-19 vaccines, as well as 

medical supplies and equipment, such as oxygen concentrators, ventilators and 

ultra-low temperature freezers. 

 

4. COVID-19 has also provided us with the opportunity to improve water, sanitation 

and hygiene facilities at 33 health centers, and at 10 critical border crossing 

points, isolation and quarantine centers. 

 

5. We also supported community information and engagement, to ensure that 

families know how to protect themselves from COVID-19 and to promote 

COVID-19 vaccine uptake to all eligible populations, including in schools and 

the hardest to reach areas. These efforts relied heavily on the contributions of 

national, community and religious leaders, whom I would like to thank.  

 

6. In the midst of COVID-19, we also worked with the Ministry of Health to ensure 

that essential health services could still be delivered to mothers and children, 

including routine vaccines and malnutrition treatment for children. 
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7. These varied interventions would not have been possible without the support of 

donors. So thank you to all the donors who are present in Timor-Leste, and also 

those who are not in country. Thank you also for vaccine donations. It is an 

excellent example of global solidarity, when your own countries have been as 

affected by COVID-19. 

 

8. Looking forward, there remains a lot of work to be done to ensure that the 

Timorese population has full access to quality health services. Rest assured that 

UNICEF is committed to supporting the Ministry of Health in tackling the 

various challenges, including the COVID-19 pandemic which is unfortunately 

not over, the high malnutrition rates in children, and the rate of neonatal 

mortality that remains too high. 

 

9. Let me also highlight a very concerning threat. For the sake of the children of 

Timor-Leste, we cannot emerge from this COVID-19 crisis to another crisis 

where we may have outbreaks of preventable diseases, such as measles. This 

cannot be the next cloud on the horizon. We were very happy today to hear of 

the Ministry of Health’s commitment to conduct a vaccination campaign in the 

coming months. Please be assured of UNICEF’s utmost support for a successful 

campaign that reaches every child. Beyond this, we remain fully committed to 

continuing to support the Ministry of Health on mother and child health, in 

collaboration with all partners. 

Obrigada 

 


